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At the foot of the stairs the match went out, and he paused to strike
another, and at the same moment a knock, so quiet and stealthy as to be
scarcely audible, sounded on the front door. The matches fell from his
hand. He stood motionless, his breath suspended until the knock was
repeated. Then he turned and fled swiftly back to his room, and closed the

door behind him. A third knock sounded through the house.
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