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The old man sat until he was chilled with the cold, glancing
occasionally at the figure of the old woman peering through the window.
The candle end, which had burnt below the rim of the china candlestick,
was throwing pulsating shadows on the ceiling and walls, until, with a
flicker larger than the rest, it expired. The old man, with an unspeakable
sense of relief at the failure of the talisman, crept back to his bed, and a

minute or two afterward the old woman came silently and apathetically

beside him.
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