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On May 26, 1977, George Willig got to the top of the 1,350-foot-tall 

World Trade Center in New York City. He did not take the elevator. 

Instead, like a human fly, George Willig climbed the outside of the 

immense 110-story building.  

At the top, Willig was greeted by both police and reporters. Then 

they wanted to charge him with violation of law for climbing the building 

without a permit. By the next day, city officials had reevaluated the 

situation, however. Instead of punishing Willig, the city treated him as a 

hero who attempted the impossible and met the challenge. 
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