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To this day, many people still fear aye-ayes, believing that the animal’s
third finger represents the arrival of death. Legends tell of an aye-aye’s ability
to curse a person simply by pointing at them. It’s no wonder, then, that aye-
ayes are often killed on sight. Over time, humans have killed so many aye-
ayes and cut down so many trees that these animals have become threatened.
The aye-aye’s plight has drawn attention from scientists who want to save
them. However, it is an uphill battle as many of the locals are unwilling to let
go of their fear of and hatred for aye-ayes. At any rate, conservationists aren’t

ready to give up on these unique animals just yet.



