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Did you ever wonder how the months of the calendar got their names?
Most of the current names originated in ancient Rome about 2,800 years ago.
In Latin, the first month of the year was called Mensis lanuarius, which
means the “month of Janus.” Janus, the gatekeeper, is a unique god in Roman
mythology. His name means “door” or “passageway,” and he is portrayed
with two faces—one on each side of his head. Sometimes, one face is that of a

young man, while the other is that of a wrinkled old grandfather.



