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Jingju, starting hundreds of years ago, is one of the oldest forms of
theater in the world. Performers sing, act, dance, and even use acrobatics
to tell stories. Jingju is very different from other kinds of drama and
theater. Everything the actors wear, say, and do has special meaning. In
the past, all Jingju roles were performed by men. Actors playing women’s
roles wore special shoes to help them walk like ladies. Today, women
also can perform in Jingju, but they still need to practice wearing the

shoes to walk.



