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| knew they had gone to school and could read. But | hadn’t
been to school, and I couldn’t read. That was the difference. | started
envy others. | envied everyone who had gone to school and could

read.

There was a machine in our barracks. The foreman would sit in
front of the machine every day and hit the buttons to print things out.
They told me it was a computer. | really wanted to work by using the
computer, but my lack of the related knowledge made that

iImpossible.

After working for amonth, I got the salary. Our foreman told me
that | could not keep stashing all my wages in our barracks, and he
took me to a bank. It took me quite a while to figure out what exactly

a bank was.
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foreman 831
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