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The boat sails down the River Dvina(4g s ;# ) past onion-domed

churches, lumber yards and logs floating in the water. Finally, it reaches the
open sea and an hour later a brown smudge appears on the horizon.
Getting closer, | can make out a lighthouse and a few radio towers. As
my companions and | jump off the boat and walk along a deserted beach, a
pack of dogs surrounds us, barking furiously. They are not used to visitors.
The only people who live on this remote spot today are border guards and

a couple of meteorologists.
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