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That was the first time | saw the boy. The boy was dark-skinned,
probably thirteen or fourteen years old, and was obviously from Central or
South America. He wore a T-shirt and was always sauntering leisurely
around the campus. I didn’t understand why he was always alone. In
America, individualism may be fashionable, but being a loner isn’t. Young
people tend to travel in groups. He was the first person I’d ever seen who

always walked alone.
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