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Mom told me that she and Dad used to have a house to live in. Dad
had been a farmer, but a string of bad harvests made him lose his ox first
and then his land. Finally, he had to sell all he had left to get the cash,
including his little house. After selling the house, my family walked to
Calcutta. Soon after, my older brother and sister died, one after another.
Dad slaved away as a manual laborer until he got sick. After | was born,

Mom was forced to beg for a living. When | grew up, | learned to beg too.
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