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“Budaixi” has been a distinguished form of performing arts in Taiwan.
It is a kind of puppet show. Although they are hand puppets, the figures
appear as complete forms, with hands and feet, on an elaborately decorated
stage. The puppet performance is typically accompanied by a small
orchestra. The backstage music is directed by the drum player. The
drummer needs to pay attention to what is going on in the plot and follow
the rhythm of the characters. He also uses the drum to guide the other
musicians. There are generally around four to five musicians who perform
the backstage music. The form of music used is often associated with
various performance techniques, including acrobatics and skills like
window-jumping, stage movement, and fighting. Sometimes unusual
puppets also appear on stage for extra appeal, especially for children in the

audience.
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