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On the way back, I talked to the old classmate sitting next to 

me. “Why didn’t the monk explain his meaning more clearly? 

Then it wouldn’t take us forty years to figure it out.” My 

classmate replied. “Forty years ago, even if the monk had told us 

exactly what he meant, would you have had the spiritual 

sensitivity to understand?” Actually, I wasn’t the only one who 

wouldn’t have understood. Back then, we were just kids. How 

could we have understood words of such deep philosophical 

meaning? No wonder he didn’t make himself clear. I have a 

feeling that he must have known we would come back forty years 

later. And on that day, we’d be able to understand.      

 


