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Issa was born in Japan in 1762. He was a lonely and unhappy child, but
he did not speak of unhappiness. Instead, he spent hours talking to the
small animals and insects about his deepest thoughts. He would say to a
frog, for instance, “How strange it is that when people are here, we don’t
pay much attention to them, but when people go away, we feel lonely and
we wish they were here again.”

Issa’s mother died when he was very young, and his father married
another woman who became his stepmother. She treated him very badly.
Issa’s father was a kind man, but he did what his wife told him to do, and

he sent Issa away to school when he was fourteen.
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