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They came back to earth safely after history’s first real balloon flight. 

Later that year, they made a bigger balloon and the two people rose over 

300 feet into the air. Their flight lasted 25 minutes. 

By 1784, ballooning had become very popular in France. People traveled 

for miles to see balloons take off and come down again. One year later, 

two men flew from France across the English Channel to England. It took 

two hours. 

Today, hot-air balloons are very popular. To fly a balloon, the pilot burns 

wood or gas to make hot air, which makes the balloon rise. The balloon 

rises into the air as more hot air is produced. To lower the balloon, hot air 

is released. 


