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Meteorology — the science of studying the atmosphere—was born in
1643 with the invention of the barometer, which measures atmospheric
pressure. The liquid-in-glass thermometer, the hydrometer to measure
humidity—the amount of moisture in the air—and the weather map also
were invented during the 1600s.

With the measurement of these basic elements, scientists began to work
out the relationships between these and other atmospheric conditions,
such as wind, clouds, and rainfall. Still, their observations failed to show
an overall picture of the weather. Such complete weather reporting had to
wait two centuries for the rapid transfer of information made possible by

the invention of the telegraph during the 1840s.
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