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People have always searched the sky for clues about upcoming weather. 

Throughout the ages, farmers and sailors have looked to the winds and 

clouds for signs of approaching storms. But no real understanding of the 

weather could be achieved without a scientific study of the atmosphere. 

Such a study depends on being able to measure certain conditions, 

including pressure, temperature, and moisture levels. A true scientific 

examination of weather, therefore, was not possible until the development 

of accurate measuring instruments, beginning in the 17th century. 
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